
Mining

OVERVIEW

Businesses and individuals involved in the mining industry regularly confront an array of legal and business issues
that range from day-to-day personnel and operating concerns to complex regulation and litigation matters.
Policies and procedures pertaining to land use, reclamation, regulatory issues, land preservation, air and water
quality, the protection of endangered species, employment, mine safety and health concerns require experienced
mining industry legal counsel to stay vigilant with regard to compliance and violation management.

No matter the stage for your mining venture, whether it’s a start-up, acquisition, exploration, development,
operation or reclamation phase, the Jordan Ramis Mining team can help you as we have helped others through
these phases. Our mining industry clients include quarries, underground mines, investors, landowners and third
party mining-related businesses.

Our team members are primary counsel for aggregate and industrial mining, whether it’s on the surface or below
ground. Clients have chosen Jordan Ramis because our experience and expertise spans the complexities and
often time-critical aspects of real estate transactions, land use and land development, environmental regulation,
water rights, land reclamation, and employment. We integrate our counsel with our clients’ team of advisors and
professionals so that we are perfectly in synch with all goals and concerns.

Areas of Expertise

Surface mining permits;
Reclamation Plan approvals and amendments;
Quarry annual inspections and reporting compliance;
Vested rights determinations and hearings;
Interim management plans;
Enforcement orders;
Acquisition and disposition of mine properties
Mineral title examination
Royalty agreements and disputes
Mining leases and joint-venture agreements
Split-estate and surface use conflicts
Regulatory compliance assistance
Appeals of enforcement actions, fines and penalties
Obtain and defend permits for mining operations
Public land law
Zoning
Environmental and natural resources law
Historic and cultural resource clearances
Litigation
Water resources and strategy
Non-conforming rights

Representative Matters

Represented mine operators in mining permitting process and the defense of certain permits against
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challenges brought by environmental groups
Performed multiple due diligence reviews for potential purchasers of various mine operations both for
aggregate and mineral lands including but not limited to review of all environmental and regulatory
permits, ESA issues, mineral title, fee land title, easements, rights-of-way, water rights and supply, air
quality, water quality, royalty obligations and other issues relating to mining operations
Negotiated and drafted mine acquisition agreements
Negotiated and drafted joint venture and royalty interest agreements
Assisting mine operators with mine permitting on private, state and federal lands
Advising and defending mine operators regarding Mining Safety and Health Administration
Defended challenges to validity of federal coal leases and permits  against challenges brought by
environmental groups
Assisted various mine operators with negotiations to obtain state and federal right-of-ways for access to
mining operations
Negotiating and resolving 404 permit issues with Army Corps of Engineers for mineral properties
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